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of the Emperor to General Murray3 ? Think of that insect's
threatening to sacrifice thousands of his fellow pismires to
what he calls Ms dignity I the dignity of a mite, that, sup-
posing itself as superior as an earwig, meditates preventing
hosts of its own species from enjoying the happiness and
the moment of existence that has been allotted to them in
an innumerable succession of ages! But while scorn, con-
tempt, and hatred kindle against the Imperial insect, admira-
tion crowds in for the brave pismires who so pathetically
deprecate their doom, yet seem resigned to it! I think
I never read anything more noble, more touching, than
the remonstrance of the deputies to Prince Kaunitz.

If tyrant dignity is ready to burst on Brabant, appearances
with us seem also too warlike. I shall be very sorry if it
arrives. I nattered myself that in our humiliated state, the
consequence of our dignity, we should at least be tame and
tranquil for the remnant of my time; but what signifies
care about moments? I will return to your letter; which
set me afloat on the vasty deep of speculation, to which
I am very unequal and do not love. My understanding is
more on a level with your ball, and meditations on the
destruction of G-orhambury, which I regret. It was in
a very crazy state, but deserved to be propped ; the situation
is by no means delightful.

I called at Sir Joshua's, while he was at Ampthill, and
saw his Hercules for Eussia. I did not at all admire it: the
principal babe put me in mind of what I read so often, but
have not seen, the monstrous craws. Master Hercules's knees
are as large as, I presume, the late Lady Guilford's. "Blind
Tiresias is staring with horror at the terrible spectacle. If
Sir Joshua is satisfied with his own departed picture, it is
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